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LEARN  
• Use your preferred Bible study method to read and explore Romans 12:9-13. 

• Read through the Teaching Plan. Record your insights for personal reflection and application 
and use them to interact with your group during the discussions. Read the Commentary and 

use it when applicable.  

• Read 1 Corinthians 13. What does it teach you about genuine love? How does it deepen your 
understanding of this week’s passage? How can you apply what you learned to the sermon 
series theme “we are family”? 

LEAD 

• Plan how you will use the Introduction (if applicable) and the Discipleship Moments.  

• Encourage your group to disciple each other as they share their insights. 

• Connect the application, themes, or insights from last week’s lesson on Romans 12:1-8 to this 
week’s lesson. 

• Close with the Application as reinforcement of the lesson. 

LOVE  
• Connect with group members who weren’t comfortable sharing their more personal or even 

embarrassing insights with the full group. Help them develop a relationship with another 
mature believer in your group who could benefit from a discipleship relationship. 

• Ask God to help you disciple your group where persistence in prayer is concerned. If this is 
an area where you struggle connect with your spiritual mentor.    

• Pray for your group to demonstrate genuine love through their zealous, fervent service that is 
fueled by the Holy Spirit. 
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We Are Family: Genuine Love 
ROMANS 12:9-13 
9/19/2021 
 

MAIN POINT 
We are family, and God has made each of us to love without hypocrisy. 

OPEN 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements: firstnorfolk.org/thisweek 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the small group 

guidelines. 

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

Have you ever discovered that a person you admired was a hypocrite? How did that 
impact you personally? Did you ever trust that person again? 

Hypocrisy has the potential to do great damage to loving relationships. Hurt and shame, disgust 
and mistrust are the heartbreaking emotions that often accompany such a betrayal. This is why 

God set the highest standard for love. 1 Corinthians 13 has all the details, but Romans 12:9 is 
succinct and powerful. Our love must be sincere. When we yield to the Holy Spirit our internal 
motivations and external actions align with God’s plans for us. When we love as we should, we 
serve our family, we serve our Savior, our lives bear witness to what we claim to believe, and we 

bring glory to God.    

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.  

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ROMANS 12:9 

• Define agape love. Why is it important for believers to use the biblical definition of love for 
all interactions with other members of Jesus’ family? What can happen when we use our own 
definition or definitions created by our society? 

• How does hypocritical behavior damage your efforts to disciple other believers? To spread 
the gospel?   

• Why does a hatred of evil always accompany genuine love? Why should you be careful to 

strike a balance between a focus on detesting evil versus clinging to what is good?     

 

 

 

How do you know when your love is sincere? How do you know 
when it is insincere? What impacts do your sincere and insincere 
love have on the members of Christ’s family? Be prayerful as you 
explore your motivations, emotions, thoughts, words, and 
behaviors. Share your insights with your group. 

 
DISCIPLESHIP 

MOMENT 

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/thisweek
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ROMANS 12:10-13 

• Read Philippians 2:2-4. How does this passage support Romans 12:10-13?  

• What does it mean to love one another deeply? Is this different from the love Paul refers to 
in verse 9? Explain. 

• What words did Paul use to amplify his message about demonstrating love (v. 11)? What do 

they mean and how did they enrich your understanding of what he intended to convey to the 
church at Rome? 

• Review what Paul exhorts believers to do and to be in verses 9-13. Why is persistent prayer 

the critical ingredient for maintaining and sustaining a lifestyle of genuine love? How can you 
look to Jesus as your Mediator and Intercessor for what you need to be persistent in prayer 
and live a life of genuine love? How can your group support you in this? 

 

 
 
 
 

 
APPLICATION 

• How can we disciple one another to be persistent in prayer? 

• How can we disciple one another to serve with diligent zeal and fervency in the Spirit, using 

our spiritual gifts for the good of Christ’s family and for God’s glory? 

• How can we disciple one another to display the type of love that compels us to share the 
gospel with those who are not members of Jesus’ family?  

PRAYER 
Ask God to show us when our love is insincere and use the Holy Spirit to change us. Pray for God 
to give us hearts that love deeply and the humility we need to serve others. Ask God to give us a 
zeal that burns within and compels us to demonstrate or love for Jesus through serving His family. 

COMMENTARY 
ROMANS 12:9-13 

Are you diligently serving Jesus with zeal and fervency? What idols 
keep you from serving Jesus as He deserves to be served? How can 
your group disciple you through turning away from worshiping your 
idols and turning to worshiping Jesus exclusively? How can your 
group help you serve Jesus through serving His family? 

 
DISCIPLESHIP 

MOMENT 
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12:9. The final thirteen verses of this chapter defy outlining. At best, it is possible to identify the 
hilltops that poke above the plain of Paul’s thought on the topic of love. If a single theme is to be 

identified, it would have to be “love in the face of evil,” as that is Paul’s first word— hate what is 
evil; cling to what is good—and his last—”Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good” (v. 21). Almost every other evidence of love he mentions will fit under this theme. The 
question is, Whence the evil, or persecution, that was tempting the Rome believers to retaliate 

instead of love? 

Most certainly, it could have been from Rome. Within a decade of Paul’s writing this letter, he 
himself would die under Rome’s sword. The wickedly infamous Nero was Emperor at the time of 
Paul’s writing, and while the worst of his atrocities against Christians did not occur until nearer the 

end of his reign, there was steadily growing pressure against Christians. Jews had already 
suffered in Rome, having been expelled from the city several years before the writing of this 
letter by the emperor Claudius, who ruled prior to Nero (Acts 18:2). 

But Paul’s words could possibly have been directed in reference to strife within the Roman church 

itself. Jewish and Gentile conflicts were not new in the early church, and it is quite possible that 
animosities had developed to the extent that words like “vengeance,” “conceit,” and “enemy” 
were not out of place among the fellowship in Rome. Given that Paul addresses both categories 

(the civil situation in chap. 13 and the internal, church situation in chaps. 14-15), it is likely that 
both were fueling his thoughts on love in this section. 

The love of which Paul speaks is, of course, agape, the selfless, unconditional expression of grace 
and compassion exemplified by the love of God for sinners (John 3:16; Rom. 5:5,8). Just as 

nothing can separate the believer from the benefits of God’s agape (Rom. 8:35,39), so nothing 
should be able to come between a believer and his or her love for sinners (Rom. 13:10; 14:15). 
By dissecting sincere, it is easy to see what Paul means. Anupokritos is simply the negative 
(negative prefix “ a” plus “n”) of hupokrites, from which derives our “hypocrite.” Therefore, 

sincere is not hypocritical. “Hypocrite” was used in the Greek world of the actor who wore masks 
to portray the emotion of his character—sincere Christians wear no masks. What you see is 
(should be) what you get, and Paul says that others should see love. It would be hypocritical to 
hate what is good and cling to what is evil; therefore, hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 

12:10. Was Paul thinking of David’s Song of Ascents in Psalm 133 when he exhorted the Rome 
believers to be devoted to one another in brotherly love?: Or was he thinking of how eleven of 
the sons of Jacob turned on their brother Joseph out of jealousy and anger and consigned him to 

Midianite slavery? Could he even have been thinking back seven years earlier when he and 
Barnabas “had such a sharp disagreement” that they could not continue ministering together (Acts 
15:36-41)? Only those who are living sacrifices to God could possibly carry out the exhortation 
to honor one another above yourselves. “Looking out for number one” may be a modern mantra, 

but it was written in the Garden of Eden. Considering others better than yourselves (Phil. 2:3) is 
just as offensive to the ancient carnal mind as it is to the modern one. Only a renewed mind can 
tell that it is the “good, pleasing and perfect will” (Rom. 12:2) of God. 

Paul’s special commendation of the believers in Thessalonica for how they loved “the brothers 

throughout Macedonia” is worthy of note (1 Thess. 4:9-10), especially since Paul seems to indicate 
that they learned to do so from God (as opposed to a human instrument such as Paul or another 
apostle). 
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12:11. Here Paul touches a theme mentioned to the Corinthian church after a long exposition 
concerning the future resurrection of the body, the putting on of immortality for eternity. Though 

that is not the subject here, maintaining zeal in service is, especially in the face of persecution or 
partisanship. He told the Corinthians, “Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move 
you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in 
the Lord is not in vain” (1 Cor. 15:58). 

12:12. While Paul refers to life in the church in verse 10 (referring to “brotherly love”), here is the 
first hint of persecution— Be. . . patient in affliction. Paul, no stranger to affliction for the sake of 
the gospel, stated a principle in Acts 14:22 which summarizes what he is beginning to share with 
the believers in Rome: “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God.” Only 

the believer who has made a decision to be a living sacrifice can maintain zeal and patience in 
affliction. Joy in hope was a theme in Romans 5:2, as was prayer in Romans 8:26-27. Once again 
we see Paul going back to the doctrinal part of his letter and making application for the present 
situation. The knowledge that the Holy Spirit is able to intercede through us in times of trouble can 

be a lifeline to the other side of the quagmire. 

12:13. Another evidence of a living sacrifice is a person who gives generously. Does sharing with 
God’s people who are in need, and the exhortation to practice hospitality, refer just to materially 

poor believers in Rome, or to those who have been made poor or destitute through persecution 
and affliction? Here is a good example of a practice that has been mentioned as a grace-gift in 
some believers’ lives—giving (v. 8) to meet the needs of others— being presented as a 
responsibility of the church at large. Certainly some believers have been gifted and resourced by 

God so as to be able to give more than others, but all believers have a responsibility to practice 
hospitality and meet the needs of God’s people. 


